Office of the District Attorney Assistant District Attorney

. David P. Harris
Stanislaus County Chief Deputies

Annette Rees
Birgit Fladager Marlisa Ferreira

. . Stephen R. Robinson
District Attorney Jeffrey M. Laugero

Bureau of Investigation
Acting Chief Froilan Mariscal
Lt. David Hutchinson

PRESS RELEASE

For Immediate Release For More Information Contact:
Date: August 12, 2019 John Goold, Public Information Liaison
Re: Richard Dean Morris Phone: (209) 525-6909

Convicted killer paroled

Modesto, California - Stanislaus County District Attorney Birgit Fladager announced
today that Richard Dean Morris, age 58, of Keyes was found suitable for parole during an August
6, 2019, hearing of the State Board of Parole Hearings held in San Quentin state prison. Deputy
District Attorney Blythe Harris appeared on behalf of the People.

In 1984, Morris held his sister-in-law down while his older brother Robert strangled her in front
of the victim’s four-year-old daughter. While the victim was still struggling to live, Morris put the
child back to bed in another room. Both men were convicted of first-degree murder and sentenced
to serve 25 years-to-life in prison.

In 1986, while incarcerated in Folsom State prison, Morris stabbed another inmate, causing great
bodily injury. He was convicted in Sacramento County for that crime and sentenced to serve an
additional life prison term consecutive to his original murder sentence.

At the hearing, Deputy District Attorney Blythe Harris argued against parole due to the fact Morris
posed an unreasonable risk to public safety if released. The Board of Parole Hearings disagreed
finding that Morris qualified for release as a “youthful offender” because he was under the age of
25 when the offenses took place.

Morris had previously been denied parole in 2018 on the grounds that he posed an unreasonable
risk to public safety. At that time, the Board of Parole Hearings denied parole for three years.
This release comes only 18 months later.

HHH

Office: 832 12th Street, Suite 300 Modesto, CA 95354 Mailing: PO BOX 442 Modesto, CA 95353
Telephone: (209) 525-5550 Fax: (209) 558-4027  www.stanislaus-da.org



