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PRESS RELEASE 

    For Immediate Release For More Information Contact: 

John Goold, Public Information Liaison Date:  December 5, 2022 
Re:  No Criminal Charges Filed in 
Officer-Involved Shooting 

Phone: (209) 525-6909 

Modesto, California - Stanislaus County District Attorney Birgit Fladager announced 
today that, after a thorough review of all the relevant evidence gathered during the 
investigation of the officer-involved shooting that occurred on July 14, 2022, no charges will be 
filed against the officer. 

A copy of the letter provided to the Modesto Police Department is attached to this press 
release. 
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Office of the District Attorney

Stanislaus County

Birgit Fladager 
District Attorney 

Chief Brandon Gillespie 

Modesto Police Department 
600 10th Street 

Modesto, CA 95354 

December 2, 2022 

Re: Shooting of Paul Chavez 

Dear Chief Gillespie: 

Assistant District Attorney 

Jeffrey M. Laugero 

Chief Deputies 

Marlisa Ferreira 

Wendell Emerson 

Michael D. Houston 

Mark Zahner 

Bureau of Investigation 

Chief Terry L. Seese 

On July 14, 2022, Paul Chavez (DOB 11/24/1991) was shot after advancing on an officer while 
being armed with a trailer hitch 1• Based upon a review of the submitted reports, witness statements 
and video evidence, it is our conclusion that the use of force by the involved officers was legally 
justified. To explain this finding, I begin with a summary of the known facts. 

FACTS 

On July 14, 2022 at approximately 5:41 PM, officers were dispatched to a house on Entrada Way 

in the City of Modesto. The original call to 911 was from an occupant of the house stating that a 

drunk man was threatening his life. The caller identified the drunk man as Paul Chavez, his son­

in-law. The caller related that the caller's wife had left to pick up pizza and the caller was 

concerned what would happen when she returned if Chavez were still outside the house. The caller 

reported that Chavez was trying to tear the screen door off the house to gain entry into the home. 

The caller warned dispatch that, if Chavez got inside, he (the caller) would get his gun and take 

care of him. The caller asked dispatch for permission to "shoot him." 

A premise history check revealed that Chavez and the caller had prior issues; Chavez exhibited a 
pattern of getting drunk and causing problems or trying to fight. He had also exhibited recent 
behavior demonstrating suicidal thoughts and actions. 

1 The trailer hitch was described as a tubular metal shaft with three solid metal balls on one end; it was 11 inches 

long and weighed 9.8 pounds. The trailer hitch part used by Chavez was the part that would slide into a vehicle's 

tow hitch and be secured with a pin. The part he had was the part with the round ball on the end that a trailer would 

be mounted to; it must be strong enough to support the entire tow weight of a towed trailer - usually hundreds of 

pounds of weight. After the shooting occurred, the Modesto Police Department contacted the California Attorney 

General's Office to see if the tow hitch would fall within the framework of Government Code§ 12525.3. If the tow 

hitch were not deemed to be a deadly weapon, the Attorney General would be responsible for the investigation. 
After the AG's representatives responded to the scene, they declared that the tow hitch was a deadly weapon which 

is binding on this office as well. 
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